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u.S. Deparimert Colorado Division 12300 W. Dakota Ave., Ste. 180
of Transportation . Lakewood, Colorado 80228
Federal Highway September 30, 2011 720-963-3000
Administration 720-963-3001

Ms. Kim Harjo, Chairwoman
Northern Arapaho Business Council
Northern Arapaho Tribe

P.O. Box 396

Fort Washakie, WY 82514

Subject: Request for Section 106 Consultation; Interstate 70 Twin Tunnels Expansion
Environmental Assessment, Clear Creek County, Colorado

Dear Ms. Harjo:

Earlier this year the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and Colorado Department of
Transportation (CDOT) completed a Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (PEIS) and Record
of Decision for proposed improvements to a 140-mile segment of Interstate 70 through north-central
Colorado. Under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), FHWA and CDOT
consulted with Native American tribal governments, including yours, during the lengthy PEIS process.
That consultation resulted in the execution of a Programmatic Agreement (PA) that guides how the
agencies will conduct consultation with consulting Tribes for all future transportation undertakings in the
corridor. A copy of the PA is enclosed for your review. The first major project in the I-70 Mountain
Corridor is presently being studied, as described below.

The agencies are preparing an Environmental Assessment (EA) that will address the effects of proposed
improvements to a 2.5-mile segment of I-70 containing tunnels (“Twin Tunnels”) and sharp curves near
the community of Idaho Springs in Clear Creek County. The purpose of the project is to improve
eastbound highway safety, operation, and reliability. During periods of high traffic volume during
summer and winter, the Twin Tunnels is a bottleneck and the focal point of eastbound congestion in the
corridor, causing miles of backups as travelers return to Denver and surrounding destinations. The Twin
Tunnels project proposes to add a third eastbound travel lane between the Idaho Springs East Interchange
(milepost 241) to the base of Floyd Hill (milepost 244) where a three-lane highway section currently
exists. The project includes widening the eastbound bore of the Twin Tunnels. Pursuant to the National
Environmental Policy Act NEPA) of 1969 and the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ)
implementing regulations (40 CFR 1500-1508), FHWA and CDOT are documenting the potential social,
economic and environmental consequences of this action. Please refer to the enclosed aerial map set for a
view of the project study area.

FHWA will serve as the lead agency for this undertaking, and CDOT staff will facilitate the tribal
consultation process. As a consulting party under the Section 106 regulations, you are offered the
opportunity to identify concerns about cultural resources and comment on how the project might affect
them. Further, if it is found that the project will impact cultural resources that are eligible for inclusion on
the National Register of Historic Places and are of religious or cultural significance to your tribe, your
role in the consultation process would include participation in resolving how best to avoid, minimize, or
mitigate those impacts. It is our hope that by describing the proposed undertaking we can be more
effective in protecting areas important to American Indian people.



As shown on the enclosed map set, the project area is located in a largely undeveloped mountainous
corridor. The draft Area of Potential Effects (APE) established for cultural resource studies, as reflected
by the red dashed lines, includes the existing I-70 right-of-way (ROW) as well as areas north and south of
the right-of-way. The APE encompasses the entire area subject to direct and indirect impacts from the
project. The I-70 ROW was intensively surveyed for historic properties under a previous CDOT project,
but a comprehensive inventory and assessment of the entire APE will be conducted as part of the
environmental documentation. One previously documented site eligible for the National Register of
Historic Places (NRHP) exhibits evidence of Native American occupation (SCC389) (reflected on p. 7 of
the map set). Proposed modifications to the interstate in that area will oceur exclusively on the south side,
and consequently the site will be completely avoided. We will provide the results of additional historic
properties survey to you along with a request for comments on our eligibility and effects determinations.
Any information you may have regarding places or sites important to your tribe that are located within or
near the project area would assist us in our efforts to comprehensively identify and evaluate cultural
resources.

We are committed to ensuring that tribal governments are informed of and involved in decisions that may
impact places with cultural significance. Per Stipulation 5 of the PA, if you have specific interest in the
Twin Tunnels EA, please complete and return the enclosed Consultation Interest Response Form to
CDOT Native American consuitation laison Dan Jepson within 60 days via US Mail, fax or Email, as
listed at the bottom of that sheet. The 60-day period has been established to encourage your participation
at this early stage in project development. Failure to respond within this time frame will not prevent your
tribe from entering consultation at a later date. However, studies and decision making will proceed and it
may be difficult to reconsider previous determinations or findings, unless significant new information is
introduced.

If you have questions or concerns about the project or the role of your tribe in the consultation process,
please contact Mr. Jepson at 303-757-9631 or daniel jepson@dot.state.co.us, or FHWA. Colorado
Division Environmental Program Manager Stephanie Gibson at 720-963-3013 or
stephanie.gibson@dot.gov.

Thank you for considering this request for consultation.

Sincerely yours,

ANV =

John M, Cater
Division Administrator

Enclosures: APE map set
Programmatic Agreement
Consultation Interest Response Form

ce: M. Urban & S. Gibson, FHWA
C. Attardo, CDOT Region 1
D. Jepson, CDOT Env. Programs
M. Whorton, CH2M Hill
D. Conrad, Northern Arapaho Tribe
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Colorado Division 12300 W. Dakota Ave., Ste. 180

US Department

of Tonsportation Lakewood, Colorado 80228
Federal Highway September 30, 2011 720-963-3000
Administration 720-963-3001

Mr. Rodney Bordeaux, President
Rosebud Sioux Tribe

P.O. Box 430

Rosebud, SD 57570

Subject: Request for Section 106 Consultation; Interstate 70 Twin Tunnels Expansion
Environmental Assessment, Clear Creek County, Colorado

Dear Mr. Bordeaux:

Earlier this year the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and Colorado Department of
Transportation (CDOT) completed a Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (PEIS) and Record
of Decision for proposed improvements to a 140-mile segment of Interstate 70 through north-central
Colorado. Under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), FHWA and CDOT
consulted with Native American tribal governments, including yours, during the lengthy PEIS process.
That consultation resulted in the execution of a Programmatic Agreement (PA) that guides how the
agencies will conduct consultation with consulting Tribes for all future transportation undertakings in the
corridor. A copy of the PA is enclosed for your review. The first major project in the I-70 Mountain
Corridor is presently being studied, as described below.

The agencies are preparing an Environmental Assessment (EA) that will address the effects of proposed
improvements to a 2.5-mile segment of I-70 containing tunnels (“Twin Tunnels”) and sharp curves near
the community of Idaho Springs in Clear Creek County. The purpose of the project is to improve
eastbound highway safety, operation, and reliability. During periods of high traffic volume during
summer and winter, the Twin Tunnels is a bottleneck and the focal point of eastbound congestion in the
corridor, causing miles of backups as travelers return to Denver and surrounding destinations. The Twin
Tunnels project proposes to add a third eastbound travel lane between the Idaho Springs East Interchange
(milepost 241) to the base of Floyd Hill (milepost 244) where a three-lane highway section currently
exists. The project includes widening the eastbound bore of the Twin Tunnels. Pursuant to the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 and the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ)
implementing regulations (40 CFR 1500-1508), FHWA and CDOT are documenting the potential social,
economic and environmental consequences of this action. Please refer to the enclosed aerial map set for a
view of the project study area.

FIIWA will serve as the lead agency for this undertaking, and CDOT staff will facilitate the tribal
consultation process. As a consulting party under the Section 106 regulations, you are offered the
opportunity to identify concerns about cultural resources and comment on how the project might affect
them. Further, if it is found that the project will impact cultural resources that are eligible for inclusion on
the National Register of Historic Places and are of religious or cultural significance to your tribe, your
role in the consultation process would include participation in resolving how best to avoid, minimize, or
mitigate those impacts. It is our hope that by describing the proposed undertaking we can be more
effective in protecting areas important to American Indian people.



As shown on the enclosed map set, the project area is located in a largely undeveloped mountainous
corridor. The draft Area of Potential Effects (APE) established for cultural resource studies, as reflected
by the red dashed lines, includes the existing I-70 right-of-way (ROW) as well as areas north and south of
the right-of-way. The APE encompasses the entire area subject to direct and indirect impacts from the
project. The I-70 ROW was intensively surveyed for historic properties under a previous CDOT project,
but a comprehensive inventory and assessment of the entire APE will be conducted as part of the
environmental documentation. One previously documented site eligible for the National Register of
Historic Places (NRHP) exhibits evidence of Native American occupation (SCC389) (reflected on p. 7 of
the map set). Proposed modifications to the interstate in that area will occur exclusively on the south side,
and consequently the site will be completely avoided. We will provide the results of additional historic
properties survey to you along with a request for comments on our eligibility and effects determinations.
Any information you may have regarding places or sites important to your tribe that are located within or
near the project area would assist us in our efforts to comprehensively identify and evaluate cultural
FESOUrces.

We are committed to ensuring that tribal governments are informed of and involved in decisions that may
impact places with cultural significance. Per Stipulation 5 of the PA, if you have specific interest in the
Twin Tunnels EA, please complete and return the enclosed Consultation Interest Response Form to
CDOT Native American consultation liaison Dan Jepson within 60 days via US Mail, fax or Email, as
listed at the bottom of that sheet. The 60-day period has been established to encourage your participation
at this early stage in project development. Failure to respond within this time frame will not prevent your
tribe from entering consultation at a later date. However, studies and decision making will proceed and it
may be difficult to reconsider previous determinations or findings, unless significant new information is
introduced.

If you have questions or concerns about the project or the role of your tribe in the consultation process,
please contact Mr. Jepson at 303-757-9631 or daniel jepson@dot.state.co.us, or FHWA Colorado
Division Environmental Program Manager Stephanie Gibson at 720-963-3013 or .

stephanie.gibson@dot.gov.

Thank you for considering this request for consultation.

Sincerely yours,

Owicks

John M. Cater
Division Administrator

Enclosures: APE map set
Programmatic Agreement
Consuitation Interest Response Form

ce: M. Urban & S. Gibson, FHWA
C. Attardo, CDOT Region 1
D. Jepson, CDOT Env. Programs
M. Whorton, CH2M Hill
T. Gray, SGU Heritage Center
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LS. Depariment Colorado Division 12300 W. Dakota Ave., Ste. 180
of Fansporiation Lakewood, Colorado 80228
Federal Highway September 30, 2011 720-963-3000
Administration 720-963-3001

Mr. Leroy Spang, President
Northern Cheyenne Tribal Council
Northern Cheyenne Tribe
P.O. Box 128

Lame Deer, MT 55043

Subject: Request for Section 106 Consultation; Interstate 70 Twin Tunnels Expansion
Environmental Assessment, Clear Creek County, Colorado

Dear Mr. Spang:

Earlier this year the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and Colorado Department of
Transportation (CDOT) completed a Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (PEIS) and Record
of Decision for proposed improvements to a 140-mile segment of Interstate 70 through north-central
Colorado. Under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), FHWA and CDOT
consulted with Native American tribal governments, including yours, during the lengthy PEIS process.
That consultation resulted in the execution of a Programmatic Agreement (PA) that guides how the
agencies will conduct consultation with consulting Tribes for all future transportation undertakings in the
corridor. A copy of the PA is enclosed for your review. The first major project in the 1-70 Mountain
Corridor is presently being studied, as described below.

The agencies are preparing an Environmental Assessment (EA) that will address the effects of proposed
improvements to a 2.5-mile segment of I-70 containing tunnels (“Twin Tunnels”) and sharp curves near
the community of Idaho Springs in Clear Creek County. The purpose of the project is to improve
eastbound highway safety, opetation, and reliability. During periods of high traffic volume during
summer and winter, the Twin Tunnels is a bottleneck and the focal point of eastbound congestion in the
corridor, causing miles of backups as travelers return to Denver and surrounding destinations. The Twin
Tunnels project proposes to add a third eastbound travel lane between the Idaho Springs East Interchange
(milepost 241) to the base of Floyd Hill (milepost 244) where a three-lane highway section currently
exists. The project includes widening the eastbound bore of the Twin Tunnels. Pursuant to the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 and the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ)
implementing regulations (40 CFR 1500-1508), FHWA and CDOT are documenting the potential social,
economic and environmental consequences of this action. Please refer to the enclosed aerial map set for a
view of the project study area.

FHWA will serve as the lead agency for this undertaking, and CDOT staff will facilitate the tribal
consultation process. As a consulting party under the Section 106 regulations, you are offered the
opportunity to identify concerns about cultural resources and comment on how the project might affect
them. Further, if it is found that the project will impact cultural resources that are eligible for inclusion on
the National Register of Historic Places and are of religious or cultural significance to your tribe, your
role in the consultation process would include participation in resolving how best to avoid, minimize, or
mitigate those impacts. It is our hope that by describing the proposed undertaking we can be more
effective in protecting areas important to American Indian people.



As shown on the enclosed map set, the project area is located in a largely undeveloped mountainous
corridor. The draft Area of Potential Effects (APE) established for cultural resource studies, as reflected
by the red dashed lines, includes the existing 1-70 right-of-way (ROW) as well as areas north and south of
the right-of-way. The APE encompasses the entire area subject to direct and indirect impacts from the
project. The I-70 ROW was intensively surveyed for historic properties under a previous CDOT project,
but a comprehensive inventory and assessment of the entire APE will be conducted as part of the
environmental documentation. One previously documented site eligible for the National Register of
Historic Places (NRHP) exhibits evidence of Native American occupation (5CC3 89) (reflected on p. 7 of
the map set). Proposed modifications to the interstate in that area will occur exclusively on the south side,
and consequently the site will be completely avoided. We will provide the results of additional historic
properties survey to you along with a request for comments on our eligibility and effects determinations.
Any information you may have regarding places or sites important to your tribe that are located within or
near the project area would assist us in our efforts to comprehensively identify and evaluate cultural
resources.

We are committed to ensuring that tribal governments are informed of and involved in decisions that may
impact places with cultural significance. Per Stipulation 5 of the PA, if you have specific interest in the
Twin Tunnels EA, please complete and return the enclosed Consultation Interest Response Form to
CDOT Native American consultation liaison Dan Jepson within 60 days via US Mail, fax or Email, as
listed at the bottom of that sheet. The 60-day period has been established to encourage your participation
at this early stage in project development. Failure to respond within this time frame will not prevent your
tribe from entering consultation at a later date. However, studies and decision making will proceed and it
may be difficult to reconsider previous determinations or findings, unless significant new information is
introduced.

If you have questions or concerns about the project or the role of your tribe in the consultation process,
please contact Mr. Jepson at 303-757-9631 or daniel.jepson@dot.state.co.us, or FHWA Colorado
Division Environmental Program Manager Stephanie Gibson at 720-963-3013 or

stephanie.gibson@dot.gov.

Thank you for considering this request for consultation.

Sincerely yours,

V(=

M. Cater
Division Administrator

Enclosures: APE map set
Programmatic Agreement
Consultation Interest Response Form

cc: M. Urban & S. Gibson, FHWA
C. Attardo, CDOT Region 1
D. Jepson, CDOT Env. Programs
M. Whorton, CH2M Hill
C. Fisher, Northern Cheyenne Tribe
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US.Department Colorado Division 12300 W. Dakota Ave., Ste. 180

of Tansporiation Lakewood, Colorado 80228
Federal Highway _ September 30, 2011 720-963-3000
Adrministration 720-963-3001

Mr, Ronald Twohatchet, Chairman
Kiowa Business Committee
Kiowa Tribe of Oklahoma

P.O. Box 369

Carnegie, OK 73015

Subject: Request for Section 106 Consultation; Interstate 70 Twin Tunnels Expansion
Environmental Assessment, Clear Creek County, Colorado

Dear Mr. Twohatchet:

Earlier this year the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and Colorado Department of
Transportation (CDOT) completed a Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (PELS) and Record
of Decision for proposed improvements to a 140-mile segment of Interstate 70 through north-central
Colorado. Under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), FHWA and CDOT
consulted with Native American tribal governments, including yours, during the lengthy PELS process.
That consultation resulted in the execution of a Programmatic Agreement (PA) that guides how the
agencies will conduct consultation with consulting Tribes for all future transportation undertakings in the
corridor. A copy of the PA is enclosed for your review. The first major project in the 1-70 Mountain
Corridor is presently being studied, as described below.

The agencies are preparing an Environmental Assessment (EA) that will address the effects of proposed
improvements to a 2.5-mile segment of I-70 containing tunnels (“Twin Tunnels™) and sharp curves near
the community of Idaho Springs in Clear Creek County. The purpose of the project is to improve
eastbound highway safety, operation, and reliability. During periods of high traffic volume during
summer and winter, the Twin Tunnels is a bottleneck and the focal point of eastbound congestion in the
corridor, causing miles of backups as travelers return to Denver and surrounding destinations. The Twin
Tunnels project proposes to add a third eastbound travel lane between the Idaho Springs East Interchange
(milepost 241) to the base of Floyd Hill (milepost 244) where a three-lane highway section currently
exists. The project includes widening the eastbound bore of the Twin Tunnels. Pursuant to the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 and the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ)
implementing regulations (40 CFR 1500-1508), FHWA and CDOT are documenting the potential social,
economic and environmental consequences of this action. Please refer to the enclosed aerial map set for a
view of the project study area.

FHWA will serve as the lead agency for this undertaking, and CDOT staff will facilitate the tribal
consultation process. As a consulting party under the Section 106 regulations, you are offered the
opportunity to identify concerns about cultural resources and comment on how the project might affect
them. Further, if it is found that the project will impact cultural resources that are eligible for inclusion on
the National Register of Historic Places and are of religious or cultural significance to your tribe, your
role in the consultation process would include participation in resolving how best to avoid, minimize, or
mitigate those impacts. It is our hope that by describing the proposed undertaking we can be more
effective in protecting areas important to American Indian people.



As shown on the enclosed map set, the project area is located in a largely undeveloped mountainous
corridor. The draft Area of Potential Effects (APE) established for cultural resource studies, as reflected
by the red dashed lines, includes the existing I-70 right-of-way (ROW) as well as arcas north and south of
the right-of-way. The APE encompasses the entire area subject to direct and indirect impacts from the
project. The I-70 ROW was intensively surveyed for historic properties under a previous CDOT project,
but a comprehensive inventory and assessment of the entire APE will be conducted as part of the
environmental documentation. One previously documented site eligible for the National Register of
Historic Places (NRHP) exhibits evidence of Native American occupation (SCC389) (reflected on p. 7 of
the map set). Proposed modifications to the interstate in that area will occur exclusively on the south side,
and consequently the site will be completely avoided. We will provide the results of additional historic
properties survey to you along with a request for comments on our eligibility and effects determinations.
Any information you may have regarding places or sites important to your tribe that are located within or
near the project area would assist us in our efforts to comprehensively identify and evaluate cultural
resources.

We are committed to ensuring that tribal governments are informed of and involved in decisions that may
impact places with cultural significance. Per Stipulation 5 of the PA, if you have specific interest in the
Twin Tunnels EA, please complete and return the enclosed Consultation Interest Response Form to
CDOT Native American consultation liaison Dan Jepson within 60 days via US Mail, fax or Email, as
listed at the bottom of that sheet. The 60-day period has been established to encourage your participation
at this early stage in project development. Failure to respond within this time frame will not prevent your
tribe from entering consultation at a later date. However, studies and decision making will proceed and it
may be difficult to reconsider previous determinations or findings, unless significant new information is
introduced.

If you have questions or concerns about the project or the role of your tribe in the consultation process,
please contact Mr. Jepson at 303-757-9631 or daniel jepson@dot.state.co.us, or FHWA Colorado
Division Environmental Program Manager Stephanie Gibson at 720-963-3013 or
stephanie.gibson@dot.gov.

Thank you for considering this request for consultatton.

Sincerely yours,

(=

ohn M. Cater
Division Administrator

Enclosures: APE map set
Programmatic Agreement
Consultation Interest Response Form

ce: M. Urban & S. Gibson, FHWA
C. Attardo, CDOT Region 1 -
D. Jepson, CDOT Env. Programs
M. Whorton, CHZM Hill
J. Eskew, Kiowa Tribe of Oklahoma
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US.Depariment Colorado Division 12300 W. Dakota Ave., Ste. 180
of Tonsportation Lakewood, Colorado 80228
Federal Highway September 30, 2011 720-963-3000
Administration 720-963-3001

Ms. Janice Prairie Chief-Bosell, Chairwoman
Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes of Oklahoma
P.O. Box 38

Concho, OK 73022

Subject: Request for Section 106 Consultation; Interstate 70 Twin Tunnels Expansion
Environmental Assessment, Clear Creek County, Colorado

Dear Ms. Prairie Chief-Bosell:

Earlier this year the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and Colorado Department of
Transportation (CDOT) completed a Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (PEIS) and Record
of Decision for proposed improvements to a 140-mile segment of Interstate 70 through north-central
Colorado. Under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), FHWA and CDOT
consulted with Native American tribal governments, including yours, during the lengthy PEIS process.
That consultation resulted in the execution of a Programmatic Agreement (PA) that guides how the
agencies will conduct consultation with consulting Tribes for all future transportation undertakings in the
corridor. A copy of the PA is enclosed for your review. The first major project in the I-70 Mountain
Corridor is presently being studied, as described below.

The agencies are preparing an Environmental Assessment (EA) that will address the effects of proposed
improvements to a 2.5-mile segment of I-70 containing tunnels (“Twin Tunnels”) and sharp curves near
the community of Idaho Springs in Clear Creek County. The purpose of the project is to improve
eastbound highway safety, operation, and reliability. During periods of high traffic volume during
summer and winter, the Twin Tunnels is a boitleneck and the focal point of eastbound congestion in the
corridor, causing miles of backups as travelers return to Denver and surrounding destinations. The Twin
Tunnels project proposes to add a third eastbound travel lane between the Idaho Springs East Interchange
(milepost 241) to the base of Floyd Hill (milepost 244) where a three-lane highway section currently
exists. The project includes widening the eastbound bore of the Twin Tunnels. Pursuant to the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 and the Council on Envircnmental Quality (CEQ)
implementing regulations (40 CFR 1500-1508), FHWA and CDOT are documenting the potential social,
economic and environmental consequences of this action. Please refer to the enclosed aerial map set for a
view of the project study area.

FHWA will serve as the lead agency for this undertaking, and CDOT staff will facilitate the tribal
consultation process. As a consulting party under the Section 106 regulations, you are offered the
opportunity to identify concerns about cultural resources and comment on how the project might affect
them. Further, if it is found that the project will impact cultural resources that are eligible for inclusion on
the National Register of Historic Places and are of religious or cultural significance to your tribe, your
role in the consultation process would include participation in resolving how best to avoid, minimize, or
mitigate those impacts. It is our hope that by describing the proposed undertaking we can be more
effective in protecting areas important to American Indian people.



As shown on the enclosed map set, the project area is located in a largely undeveloped mountainous
comridor. The draft Area of Potential Effects (APE) established for cultural resource studies, as reflected
by the red dashed lines, includes the existing I-70 right-of-way (ROW) as well as areas north and south of
the right-of-way. The APE encompasses the entire area subject to direct and indirect impacts from the
project. The I-70 ROW was intensively surveyed for historic properties under a previous CDOT project,
but a comprehensive inventory and assessment of the entire APE will be conducted as part of the
environmental documentation. One previously documented site eligible for the National Register of
Historic Places (NRHP) exhibits evidence of Native American occupation (5CC389) (reflected on p. 7 of
the map set). Proposed modifications to the interstate in that area will occur exclusively on the south side,
and eonsequently the site will be completely avoided. We will provide the results of additional historic
properties survey to you along with a request for comments on our eligibility and effects determinations.
Any information you may have regarding places or sites important to your tribe that are located within or
near the project area would assist us in our efforts to comprehensively identify and evaluate cultural
resources.

We are committed to ensuring that tribal governments are informed of and involved in decisions that may
impact places with cultural significance. Per Stipulation 5 of the PA, if you have specific interest in the
Twin Tunnels EA, please complete and return the enclosed Consultation Interest Response Form to
CDOT Native American consultation liaison Dan Jepson within 60 days via US Mail, fax or Email, as
listed at the bottom of that sheet. The 60-day period has been established to encourage your participation
at this early stage in project development. Failure to respond within this time frame will not prevent your
tribe from entering consultation at a later date. However, studies and decision making will proceed and it
may be difficult to reconsider previous determinations or findings, unless significant new information is
introduced.

If you have questions or concerns about the project or the role of your tribe in the consultation process,
please contact Mr. Jepson at 303-757-9631 or daniel jepson@dot.state.co.us, or FHWA Colorado
Division Environmental Program Manager Stephanie Gibson at 720-963-3013 or
stephanie.gibson@dot.gov.

Thank you for considering this request for consultation.

Sincerely yours,
John M. Cater
Division Administrator
Enclosures: APE map set
Programmatic Agreement

Consultation Interest Response Form

ce: M. Urban & S. Gibson, FHWA
C. Attardo, CDOT Region 1
D. Jepson, CDOT Env, Programs
M. Whorton, CH2M Hill
D. Hamilton, Cultural Heritage Program
K. Little-Coyote, Cultural Heritage Program
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Us. Department Colorado Division 12300 W. Dakota Ave., Ste. 180
of Transportation Lakewood, Colorado 80228
Federal Highway September 30, 2011 720-963-3000
Administration 720-963-3001

Mr. Charles Murphy, Chairman
Standing Rock Sioux Tribal Council
Standing Rock Sioux Tribe
P.O.Box D

Fort Yates, ND 58538

Subject: Request for Section 106 Consultation; Interstate 70 Twin Tunnels Expansion
Environmental Assessment, Clear Creck County, Colorado

Dear Mr. Murphy:

* Earlier this year the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and Colorado Department of
Transportation (CDOT) completed a Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (PEIS) and Record
of Decision for proposed improvements to a 140-mile segment of Interstate 70 through north-central
Colorado. Under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act NHPA), FHWA and CDOT
consulted with Native American tribal governments, including yours, during the lengthy PEIS process.
That consultation resulted in the execution of a Programmatic Agreement (PA) that guides how the
agencies will conduct consultation with consulting Tribes for all future transportation undertakings in the
corridor. A copy of the PA is enclosed for your review. The first major project in the I-70 Mountain
Corridor is presently being studied, as described below.

The agencies are preparing an Environmental Assessment (EA) that will address the effects of proposed
improvements to a 2.5-mile segment of I-70 containing tunnels (“Twin Tunnels™) and sharp curves near
the community of Idaho Springs in Clear Creek County. The purpose of the project is to improve
eastbound highway safety, operation, and reliability. During periods of high traffic volume during
summer and winter, the Twin Tunnels is a bottleneck and the focal point of eastbound congestion in the
corridor, causing miles of backups as travelers return to Denver and surrounding destinations. The Twin
Tunnels project proposes to add a third eastbound travel lane between the Idaho Springs East Interchange
(milepost 241) to the base of Floyd Hill (milepost 244) where a three-lane highway section currently
exists. The project includes widening the eastbound bore of the Twin Tunnels. Pursuant to the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 and the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ)
implementing regulations (40 CFR 1500-1508), FHWA and CDOT are documenting the potential social,
economic and environmental consequences of this action. Please refer to the enclosed aerial map set fora
view of the project study area.

FHWA will serve as the lead agency for this undertaking, and CDOT staff will facilitate the tribal
consultation process. As a consulting party under the Section 106 regulations, you are offered the
opportunity to identify concerns about cultural resources and comment on how the project might affect
them. Further, if it is found that the project will impact cultural resources that are eligible for inclusion on
the National Register of Historic Places and are of religious or cultural significance to your tribe, your
role in the consultation process would include participation in resolving how best to avoid, minimize, or
mitigate those impacts. It is our hope that by describing the proposed undertaking we can be more
effective in protecting areas important to American Indian people.



As shown on the enclosed map set, the project area is located in a largely undeveloped mountainous
corridor. The draft Area of Potential Effects (APE) established for cultural resource studies, as reflected
by the red dashed lines, includes the existing I-70 right-of-way (ROW) as well as areas north and south of
the right-of-way. The APE encompasses the entire area subject to direct and indirect impacts from the
project. The I-70 ROW was intensively surveyed for historic properties under a previous CDOT project,
but a comprehensive inventory and assessment of the entire APE will be conducted as part of the
environmental documentation. One previously documented site eligible for the National Register of
Historic Places (NRHP) exhibits evidence of Native American occupation (SCC389) (reflected on p. 7 of
the map set). Proposed modifications to the interstate in that area will occur exclusively on the south side,
and consequently the site will be completely avoided. We will provide the results of additional historic
properties survey to you along with a request for comments on our eligibility and effects determinations.
Any information you may have regarding places or sites important to your tribe that are located within or
near the project area would assist us in our efforts to comprehensively identify and evaluate cultural
resources.

We are committed to ensuring that tribal governments are informed of and involved in decisions that may
impact places with cultural significance. Per Stipulation 5 of the PA, if you have specific interest in the
Twin Tunnels EA, please complete and return the enclosed Consultation Interest Response Form to
CDOT Native American consultation liaison Dan Jepson within 60 days via US Mail, fax or Email, as
listed at the bottom of that sheet. The 60-day period has been established to encourage your participation
at this early stage in project development. Failure to respond within this time frame will not prevent your
{ribe from entering consultation at a later date. However, studies and decision making will proceed and it
may be difficult to reconsider previous determinations or findings, unless significant new information is
introduced.

f ybu have questions or concerns about the project or the role of your tribe in the consultation process,
please contact Mr. Jepson at 303-757-9631 or daniel jepson@dot.state.co.us, or FHWA Colorado
Division Environmental Program Manager Stephanie Gibson at 720-963-3013 or

stephanie.gibson@dot.gov.

Thank you for considering this request for consultation.

Sincerely yours,

John M. Cater
Division Administrator

Enclosures: APE map set
Programmatic Agreement
Consultation Interest Response Form

ce: M. Urban & S. Gibson, FHWA
C. Attardo, CDOT Region 1
D. Jepson, CDOT Env. Programs
M. Whorton, CH2M Hill
W. Young, Standing Rock Sicux Tribe
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US Department Colorado Division 12300 W. Dakota Ave., Ste. 180
of Targportation Lakewood, Colorado 80228
Federal Highway September 30, 2011 720-963-3000
Administration 720-963-3001

Ms. Pear] Casias, Chairwoman
Southern Uie Indian Tribe
P.O. Box 737

Ignacio, CO 81137

Subject: Request for Section 106 Consultation; Interstate 70 Twin Tunnels Expansion
Environmental Assessment, Clear Creek County, Colorado

Dear Ms. Casias:

Earlier this year the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and Colorado Department of
Transportation (CDOT) completed a Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (PEIS) and Record
of Decision for proposed improvements to a 140-mile segment of Interstate 70 through north-central
Colorado. Under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), FHWA and CDOT
consulted with Native American tribal governments, including yours, during the lengthy PEIS process.
That consultation resulted in the execution of a Programmatic Agreement (PA) that guides how the
agencies will conduct consultation with consulting Tribes for all future transportation undertakings in the
corridor. A copy of the PA is enclosed for your review. The first major project in the I-70 Mountain
Corridor is presently being studied, as described below.

The agencies are preparing an Environmental Assessment (EA) that will address the effects of proposed
improvements to a 2.5-mile segment of I-70 containing tunnels (“Twin Tunnels”) and sharp curves near
the community of Idaho Springs in Clear Creek County. The purpose of the project is to improve
eastbound highway safety, operation, and reliability. During periods of high traffic volume during
summer and winter, the Twin Tunnels is a bottleneck and the focal point of eastbound congestion in the
corridor, causing miles of backups as travelers return to Denver and surrounding destinations. The Twin
Tunnels project proposes to add a third eastbound travel lane between the Idaho Springs East Interchange
(milepost 241) to the base of Floyd Hill (milepost 244) where a three-lane highway section currently
exists. The project includes widening the eastbound bore of the Twin Tunnels. Pursuant to the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 and the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ)
implementing regulations (40 CFR 1500-1508), FHWA and CDOT are documenting the potential social,
economic and environmental consequences of this action. Please refer to the enclosed aerial map set for a
view of the project study area.

FHWA will serve as the lead agency for this undertaking, and CDOT staff will facilitate the tribal
consultation process. As a consulting party under the Section 106 regulations, you are offered the
opportunity to identify concerns about cultural resources and comment on how the project might affect
them. Further, if it is found that the project will impact cultural resources that are eligible for inclusion on
the National Register of Historic Places and are of religious or cultural significance to your tribe, your
role in the consultation process would include participation in resolving how best to avoid, minimize, or
mitigate those impacts. It is our hope that by describing the proposed undertaking we can be more
effective in protecting areas important to American Indian people.



As shown on the enclosed map set, the project area is located in a largely undeveloped mountainous
corridor. The draft Area of Potential Effects (APE) established for cultural resource studies, as reflected
by the red dashed lines, includes the existing I-70 right-of-way (ROW) as well as areas north and south of
the right-of-way. The APE encompasses the entire area subject to direct and indirect impacts from the
project. The I-70 ROW was intensively surveyed for historic properties under a previous CDOT project,
but a comprehensive inventory and assessment of the entire APE will be conducted as part of the
environmental documentation. One previously documented site eligible for the National Register of
Historic Places (NRHP) exhibits evidence of Native American occupation (SCC389) (reflected on p. 7 of
the map set). Proposed modifications to the interstate in that area will occur exclusively on the south side,
and consequently the site will be completely avoided. We will provide the results of additional historic
properties survey to you along with a request for comments on our eligibility and effects determinations.
Any information you may have regarding places or sites important to your tribe that are located within or
near the project area would assist us in our efforts to comprehensively identify and evaluate cultural
resources.

We are committed to ensuring that tribal governments are informed of and involved in decisions that may
impact places with cultural significance. Per Stipulation 5 of the PA, if you have specific interest in the
Twin Tunnels EA, please complete and return the enclosed Consultation Interest Response Form to
CDOT Native American consultation liaison Dan Jepson within 60 days via US Mail, fax or Email, as
listed at the bottom of that sheet. The 60-day period has been established to encourage your participation
at this early stage in project development. Failure to respond within this time frame will not prevent your
tribe from entering consultation at a later date. However, studies and decision making will proceed and it
may be difficult to reconsider previous determinations or findings, unless significant new information is
introduced.

If you have questions or concerns about the project or the role of your tribe in the consultation process,
please contact Mr. Jepson at 303-757-9631 or daniel. jepson@dot.state.co.us, or FHWA Colorado
Division Environmental Program Manager Stephanie Gibson at 720-963-3013 or

stephanie.gibson@dot.gov.

Thank you for considering this request for consultation.

Sincerely yours,

77 A

John M. Cater
Division Administrator

Enclosures: APE map set
Programmatic Agreement
Consuitation Interest Response Form

ce: M. Urban & 8. Gibson, FHWA
: C. Attardo, CDOT Region 1
D. Jepson, CDOT Env. Programs
M. Whorton, CH2M Hill _
N. Cloud, Southern Ute Indian Tribe
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Uu.S.Depariment Colorado Division 12300 W, Dakota Ave., Ste. 180
of Fansportation Lakewood, Colorado 80228
Federal Highway September 30, 2011 720-963-3000
Administration 720-963-3001

Ms. Irene Cuch, Chairwoman

Uintah & Ouray Tribal Business Committee
Ute Indian Tribe

P.O. Box 190

Ft. Duchesne, UT 84026

Subject: Request for Section 106 Consultation; Interstate 70 Twin Tunnels Expansion
Environmental Assessment, Clear Creek County, Colorado

Dear Ms. Cuch:

Earlier this year the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and Colorado Department of
Transportation (CDOT) completed a Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (PEIS) and Record
of Decision for proposed improvements to a 140-mile segment of Interstate 70 through north-central
Colorado. Under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), FHWA and CDOT
consulted with Native American tribal governments, including yours, during the lengthy PEIS process.
That consultation resulted in the execution of a Programmatic Agreement (PA) that guides how the
agencies will conduct consultation with consulting Tribes for all future transportation undertakings in the
corridor. A copy of the PA is enclosed for your review. The first major project in the I-70 Mountain
Corridor is presently being studied, as described below.

The agencies are preparing an Environmental Assessment (EA) that will address the effects of proposed
improvements to a 2.5-mile segment of 1-70 containing tunnels (“Twin Tunnels”) and sharp curves near
the community of Idaho Springs in Clear Creek County. The purpose of the project is to improve
eastbound highway safety, operation, and reliability. During periods of high traffic volume during
summer and winter, the Twin Tunnels is a bottleneck and the focal point of eastbound congestion in the
corridor, causing miles of backups as travelers return to Denver and surrounding destinations. The Twin
Tunnels project proposes to add a third eastbound travel lane between the Idaho Springs East Interchange
(milepost 241) to the base of Floyd Hill (milepost 244) where a three-lane highway section currently
exists. The project includes widening the eastbound bore of the Twin Tunnels. Pursuant to the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 and the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ)
implementing regulations (40 CFR 1500-1508), FHWA and CDOT are documenting the potential social,
economic and environmental consequences of this action. Please refer to the enclosed aerial map set for a
view of the project study area.

FHWA will serve as the lead agency for this undertaking, and CDOT staff will facilitate the tribal
consultation process. As a consulting party under the Section 106 regulations, you are offered the
opportunity to identify concerns about cultural resources and comment on how the project might affect
them. Further, if it is found that the project will impact cultural resources that are eligible for inclusion on
the National Register of Historic Places and are of religious or cultural significance to your tribe, your
role in the consultation process would include participation in resolving how best to avoid, minimize, or
mitigate those impacts. It is our hope that by describing the proposed undertaking we can be more
effective in protecting areas important to American Indian people.



As shown on the enclosed map set, the project area is located in a largely undeveloped mountainous
corridor. The draft Area of Potential Effects (APE) established for cultural resource studies, as reflected
by the red dashed lines, includes the existing I-70 right-of-way (ROW) as well as areas north and south of
the right-of-way. The APE encompasses the entire area subject to direct and indirect impacts from the
project. The 1-70 ROW was intensively surveyed for historic properties under a previous CDOT project,
but a comprehensive inventory and assessment of the entire APE will be conducted as part of the
environmental! documentation. One previously documented site eligible for the National Register of
Historic Places (NRHP) exhibits evidence of Native American occupation (SCC389) (reflected on p. 7 of
the map set). Proposed modifications to the interstate in that area will occur exclusively on the south side,
and consequently the site will be completely avoided. We will provide the results of additional historic
properties survey to you along with a request for comments on our eligibility and effects determinations.
Any information you may have regarding places or sites important to your tribe that are located within or
near the project area would assist us in our efforts to comprehensively identify and evaluate cultural
resources.

We are committed to ensuring that tribal governments are informed of and involved in decisions that may
impact places with cultural significance. Per Stipulation 5 of the PA, if you have specific interest in the
Twin Tunnels EA, please complete and retum the enclosed Consultation Interest Response Form to
CDOT Native American consultation liaison Dan Jepson within 60 days via US Mail, fax or Email, as
listed at the bottom of that sheet. The 60-day period has been established to encourage your participation
at this early stage in project development. Failure to respond within this time frame will not prevent your
tribe from entering consultation at a later date. However, studies and decision making will proceed and it
may be difficult to reconsider previous determinations or findings, unless significant new information is
introduced.

If you have questions or concerns about the project or the role of your tribe in the consultation process,
please contact Mr. Jepson at 303-757-9631 or daniel.jepson@dot.state.co.us, or FHWA Colorado
Division Environmental Program Manager Stephanie Gibson at 720-963-3013 or
stephanie.gibson@dot.gov.

Thank you for considering this request for consultation.

Sincerely yours,

N Omels

John M. Cater
Division Administrator

Enclosures: APE map set
Programmatic Agreement
Consultation Interest Response Form

ce: M. Urban & S. Gibson, FHWA
C. Attardo, CDOT Region 1
D. Jepson, CDOT Env. Programs
M. Whorton, CH2M Hill
B. Chapoose, Ute Indian Tribe
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US. Department Colorado Division 12300 W. Dakota Ave., Ste. 180
of Tansporiation Lakewood, Colorado 80228
Federai Highway September 30, 2011 720-963-3000
Administration 720-963-3001

Mr. Gary Hayes, Chairman
Ute Mountain Ute Tribe
P.O. Box 248

Towaoe, CO 81334

Subject: Request for Section 106 Consultation; Interstate 70 Twin Tunnels Expansion
Environmental Assessment, Clear Creek County, Colorado

Dear Mr. Hayes:

Earlier this year the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and Colorado Department of
Transportation (CDOT) completed a Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (PEIS) and Record
of Decision for proposed improvements to a 140-mile segment of Interstate 70 through north-central
Colorado. Under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), FHWA and CDOT
consulted with Native American tribal governments, including yours, during the lengthy PEIS process.
That consultation resulted in the execution of a Programmatic Agreement (PA) that guides how the
agencies will conduct consultation with consulting Tribes for all future transportation undertakings in the
corridor. A copy of the PA is enclosed for your review. The first major project in the I-70 Mountain
Corridor is presently being studied, as described below.

The agencies are preparing an Environmental Assessment (EA) that will address the effects of proposed
improvements to a 2.5-mile segment of I-70 containing tunnels {“Twin Tunnels™) and sharp curves near
the community of Idaho Springs in Clear Creek County. The purpose of the project is to improve
eastbound highway safety, operation, and reliability. During periods of high traffic volume during
summer and winter, the Twin Tunnels is a bottleneck and the focal point of eastbound congestion in the
corridor, causing miles of backups as travelers return to Denver and surrounding destinations. The Twin
Tunnels project proposes to add a third eastbound travel lane between the Idaho Springs East Interchange
(milepost 241) to the base of Floyd Hill (milepost 244} where a three-lane highway section currently
exists. The project includes widening the eastbound bore of the Twin Tunnels. Pursuant to the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 and the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ)
implementing regulations (40 CFR 1500-1508), FHWA and CDOT are documenting the potential social,
economic and environmental consequences of this action. Please refer to the enclosed aerial map set fora
view of the project study area.

FHWA will serve as the lead agency for this undertaking, and CDOT staff will facilitate the tribal
consultation process. As a consulting party under the Section 106 regulations, you are offered the
opportunity to identify concerns about cultural resources and comment on how the project might affect
them. Further, if it is found that the project will impact cultural resources that are eligible for inclusion on
the National Register of Historic Places and are of religious or cultural significance to your tribe, your
role in the consultation process would include participation in resolving how best to avoid, minimize, or
mitigate those impacts. It is our hope that by describing the proposed undertaking we can be more
effective in protecting areas important to American Indian people.



As shown on the enclosed map set, the project area is located in a largely undeveloped mountainous
corridor. The draft Area of Potential Effects (APE) established for cultural resource studies, as reflected
by the red dashed lines, includes the existing I-70 right-of-way (ROW) as well as areas north and south of
the right-of-way. The APE encompasses the entire area subject to direct and indirect impacts from the
project. The I-70 ROW was intensively surveyed for historic properties under a previous CDOT project,
but a comprehensive inventory and assessment of the entire APE will be conducted as part of the
environmental documentation. One previously documented site eligible for the National Register of
Historic Places (NRHP) exhibits evidence of Native American occupation (SCC389) (reflected on p. 7 of
the map set). Proposed modifications to the interstate in that area will occur exclusively on the south side,
and consequently the site will be completely avoided. We will provide the results of additional historic
properties survey to you along with a request for comments on our eligibility and effects determinations.
Any information you may have regarding places or sites important to your tribe that are located within or
near the project area would assist us in our efforts to comprehensively identify and evaluate cultural
resources.

We are committed to ensuring that tribal governments are informed of and involved in decisions that may
impact places with cultural significance. Per Stipulation 5 of the PA, if you have specific interest in the
Twin Tunnels EA, please complete and return the enclosed Consultation Interest Response Form to
CDOT Native American consultation liaison Dan Jepson within 60 days via US Mail, fax or Email, as
listed at the bottom of that sheet. The 60-day period has been established to encourage your participation
at this early stage in project development. Failure to respond within this time frame will not prevent your
tribe from entering consultation at a later date. However, studies and decision making will proceed and it
may be difficult to reconsider previous determinations or findings, unless significant new information is
introduced.

If you have questions or concerns about the project or the role of your tribe in the consultation process,
please contact Mr. Jepson at 303-757-9631 or daniel.jepson@dot.state.co.us, or FHWA Colorado
Division Environmental Program Manager Stephanie Gibson at 720-963-3013 or

stephanie.gibson{@dot.gov.

Thank you for considering this request for consultation.

Sincerely yours,

J 0wt

John M. Cater
Division Administrator

Enclosures: APE map set
Programmatic Agreement
Consultation Interest Response Form

ce: M. Urban & S. Gibson, FHWA
C. Attardo, CDOT Region 1
D. Jepson, CDOT Env. Programs
M. Whorton, CH2M Hill
T. Knight, Ute Mountain Ute Tribe



